THE PARISH OF SAINTS CYRIL & METHODIUS

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
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Refl ecting on next Sundayds Gospel
much more meaning to your experience of Liturgy. Each week
weprintthe f ol |l owi ng Sundayds Gospel wi
reflection and discussion. ENJOY!

Gospel for August 31, 2008
Twent y Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
~ Matthew  16:21-27 ~

elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed and on the third dasele r
Then Peter took Jesus aside and began

shall ever happen to you. O He turned a
obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as humas beidgo . 0 The
his disciples, AWhoever wishes to come a

me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sa
find it. What profit would therde for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? Or \
can one give in exchange for his life?

AFor the Son of Man wil|l come with hi
all according to his conduct. 0O
Following the spirit ofthe law of Jesus is not an easy road. Matthew strongly and deliberate
this message across as he links the pred
deni al , accepting and carrying t he&eearathersdat
and dreary way to have to live so that eternal happiness is ensured for ourselves. Je
saying that selflenial means living in darkness or being unhappy. He just says that it is diff
stand up against some of the waysha world that will lead us to the demise of our own ¢
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What Jesus is calling us to is a life of compassion, generosity and love. And that can be cc

Next Sundayodéds gospel hits wus squarely b
courageously and actively confront all that steers us from the ways of God. Here a
question that may help us in our discernment.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS: How does Jesus®0 question oOWhat
gain the whole world but forfeit your life?6 apply to you? Thi
risked speaking up to a person in authority for someone else who was being hurt.

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN: . {What Would Jesus Do?} was a
popular slogan a few years back. Think of a time when you chose to act as Jesus would
have when confronted with a difficult decision. Think of a time when you contributed

to a community project to help others in need. Describe how your generosity made
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others happy.




DEER PARK, NEW YORK

A MESSAGE FROM
FR. FRANK AND FRIENDS

August 24 , 2008
A Family of the Eucharist

My dear parishioners,

THE COLOR GREEN

Many people have commented on the green banners, cross backdrop and altar covering. Almost evefyone
been very positive about them, especially in their role as makingarge and beautiful church a bit homier. JA
question is asked however: why are the banners, etc. green?

Wel | much as | |l ove Saint Patrickos Day and|fth
Ordinary Time in the Liturgical calendaiOrdinary Time takes up 34 weeks in the calendar. It is made |Jp of
the Sundays of the years exclusive of Advent, Lent, Easter and Pentecost.

GREEN
The color of Ordinary Time is green. So, stmertsjjfo n
and altar serversd cinctures are green. Gr ee [
green pastures mentioned in Psalm 23, the Good Shepherd Psalm.
I personally think that Ailor dsionna.r y 0l 9 st hae rpeo oa v dgfre |
celebrating the Eucharist and encountering the Risen Christ in the Sacrament and in the people whfj are
Body of Christ? I dondét think so!

PURPLE
The Church Year begins with Advent. That season is one eftegon of the coming of the Lord. The coIr
for Advent is purple. But many feel that purple is a bit too somber for Advent. After all, it is a time of gpyful
expectation, but also renewal and transformation. You will often see a bluer purple ardueveastments
especially for Maryods Sunday, the fourth Sundaly

WHITE

Next we celebrate the Birth of Christ. The color of decorations and the vestments is white and/or goffl. T
feeling is festive as we celebrate for three weeks the dirthd esus and i1 tds a grlpat
l i ght s, evergreens, carol s, et c. decorate the [JICh
greatest of all the events of human history~the Incarnation. Jesus Christ, the se@sondope¢he Blesse(
Trinity became one of us at the moment of thelllAr
with Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Nine months later Jesus was born in Bethlehem.




TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ORDINARY TIME | ~ GREEN

The season between Christmas and Lent is the first phase of Ordinary Time~green. It usually lasts gfout
months, until we reach Ash Wednesday.

PURPLE

On Ash Wednesday we walk into our Church and vieiss somber in purple. The banners behind the akidl
us to fast and feast during Lentdés forty days (mrs

HOLY WEEK

On Palm Sunday the color is red. Red reminds us of the Kingship of Jesus as we wave our palms gnd s
AHosanna! o On Hol whit& because d i the delbbeatioc of the institutien of the
Eucharist and the celebration of the Washing q|f
color of Good Friday as we honor our King who reigns from the Cross. ©rddly all come forward tg
reverence the Cross of Jesus. Of course, red remgufshe blood of our Saviour, shed for our redemption

<

EASTER SEASON~WHITE

Easter is celebrated for fifty glorious days. The color is white and the party never enslss Jssun from the
dead! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!. Flowers galore, the statue of the Risen Christ, everything tells [Jis tc
rejoice. 't doesndét get better than this!

PENTECOST~RED

On Pentecost Sunday we celebrate with red, the color of passldifiea Trinity Sunday uses white, along wif
Corpus Christi~the great day of celebration and adoration of the holy sacrament of the Eucharist.

ORDINARY TIME II~-GREEN, AGAIN!

After Corpus Christi we return to the beautiful color green to continue ragiiedp the great and incredib
mystery of Jesus becoming one of us, dying and rising for us and sending His Spirit upon us so that Jfe mi
continue His work of bringing Goddéds | ove to al

LONG BEFORE FREUD

The Church is a great psychiatrist whas been practicing for two thousand years. The Church is also ajgrea
communicator. When you walk into a church on Good Friday you know you are at a wake. When you
at Christmas or Easter you know you are at a great party. The Church treesnwicicate the mystery wit
smells (incense), color, sound (beautiful music), dance, ambiance, flowers and banners, etc. She uges ¢
trick in Her bag to tell us that special story of Jesus we are celebrating at that time. The church tries|fjo to
our hearts in the seasons of the yeawot just our heads.




TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MY TWO FAVORITE SUNDAYS

Gaudete Sunday and LaetaSunday occur mihd v e n t and Lent respecti vl
The Church wants to gi ve ufdghese twb seasbns so the purpke bdcamesfljlos®
or pink colored on these two Sundays. Vain priests and deacons like me love the chance to dress il int
wild vestments twice a year! Remember on your advent wreath the three purple and one roseWafid|f?
just like the vestments, etc. of Gaudete Sunday, the pink candle tells us te @legtmas is coming!

JUST LIKE AT HOME

| like to think of the Church as my home. The best time being at home is when we sit down to a grefit me
We eat and drik and tell our story. We celebrate our Family Eucharist. At other times we go to restjor b
alone in our room, the den, the living room, the porch, etc. We do the same thing in our home, the gfpome
Church. We remember our beautiful family with thetpies all around. They are our altars. The holieg}| of

them is the ice box door. Look at all those picturéesh er e 6s t he hi story of sl
the statues and pictures in Church, we light a candle. We laugh, we cry. Wereeand we feel comfortabld
ltés our Church. ltés our home and thereds ndq rp
has a special place because we are all family.

THANK YOU, ANN CRAFT

I of fer the Pari shosn ¢gOraatfitt uodfe Saanidn tt hBarnikgsi ditéos [JfP a
Church as a gift to our parish. They complete the green banners for Ordinary Time in the Liturgical cllend
Ann first made the two banners on the front wall of the Church. They remifidlust ve one an : t
| o v e d Johnolb It took a year and a half to complete the eight wall hanging banners. This gift of o“ or
the part of Ann is overwhelming. She used the words of Saint Paul in | Corinthians 13. His famous hymn
love isone of the most weknown parts of the Bible. It is read at almost every wedding in our Church. [ffach
banner proclaims one of the messages of Saint P
different ways on either side of the barsmieEach interpretation is profound and theologically rich. They gfe a

meditation and prayer in themselves.

Please be sure to say a little prayer for Ann for this magnificent gift she has made to our dear Parish.

Special thanks must be given to AnnasBdregan and her team of decorators who make the church comd| aliv

again and again at each new seasonal change. Tim Leitch is incredible as he hangs the banners eaclll sea

make our church a true home for everyone.

And reigning over all of this is odaithful and loyal verger, Wanda Heavey. Thank you, Wanda !!!

I n Jesusod | ove,

CAY Gtk




TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

STEWARDSHIP

Saints Cyril and Methodius
Mission Statement

Ss. Cyril and Methodius is a welcoming Catholic community
We are tﬁe open to dl with Jesus and Eucharist as our center. Through
[ Ve ‘ - our celebration of the Gospel message, we embrace with
ﬂandSOfCﬁT‘lst compassion all individuals
‘ a church community, we cloni

Kingdom of justice by accepting the challenge of the Gospel
through faith, hope and | ove|.
we come into contact, trully

| n t o draaglidgs, St. Paul reminds the Romans

and us -that all thn gs come from Go d-: ParISh FInanCIaI Summary

Him and through Him and for |H Week of August 17, 2008
Good stewards understand that all is gift and Weekly Budge®$25,000
share generously the gifts of time, talent, and Weekly Collection $23,587
treasure with which they -ve been blessed.

OUR STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE: +/- $25,000 - $1.413
THREE HOURS TO THE LORD ; ‘ Mass Attendance 2,675
6One hour in prayer each week //,’ N Attendance Last Year 2,773

00ne hour in service to others |
each week

0One hour 6s wage
support of our parish family
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Thank you for your continued generosity. Labor Day |will
i a |soon be upon us andetlkids will be going back to college,
high school and middle school, and nursery throufjihede
at Ss. Cyril and Methodius School. Although summer
Last Sunday, our weekly collection totaled: $23,587 doesnot of ficially end till

This same weekend last year was: $22,679 ends with Labor Day. Thanks to all of you wivork so hard

_ , , to make our parisk true Family of the Eucharist, who {oil
We are grateful this wéeor all stewards in our pariswho| |51 sacrifice each and every dapdwho give of your time

recognize the abundance D fefLafddtdasies. eMay Gob Bless eadh Bf ué’aﬁcﬁm’a)t/vb
gifts in service to their neighbor through our parish give Him thanks for all our blessings. God bless.

ministries. !Er_ Franl& Dcn. Phll

We thank the families who lovingly used envelopes last weeker

COMING SOON

MINISTRY RECOGNITION MASS
All ministries in our parish will be celebrated on

Sepemberl4 atthe 11:00 am Mass
Please watch for more information about this even




AUGUST 24, 2008

Teen/Youth Mass

(/“.';»-
The Sunday 7:00 pm Teen/Youth Mass
will be celebrated ab:00 pmbeginning
Sunday September 7, 2008.

Are you celebrating a Special Wedding
Anniversary this year? "N

WE ARE LOOKING FOR ALL THOSE COUPLES WHO HAVE l‘w"
WEDDING MILESTONES THIS YEAR OF: “
25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 560, 65 and 70 +
(five yar increments only)
Years of Wedded Bliss

You are cordially invited to an Anniversary Mass
and Celebration orSeptember 2&t 11:00 an Mass
at Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church.

Please register by callingloan at 2436407or the Parish Center 6674044
by Friday, September 19and leave your name and phone number
and we will return your call.
PLEASE HELP US TO JOIN WITH YOU TO CELEBRATE YOUR "SPECIAL " DAY.

Please note changed Mass time
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