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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD   

      

Reflecting on next Sundayõs Gospel BEFORE Mass can bring so  
much more meaning to your experience of Liturgy.  Each week  
we print the  following Sundayõs Gospel with  questions for  
reflection and discussion. ENJOY!  
 

Gospel  for August 31, 2008  
Twent y Second  Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 ~ Matthew 16:21-27 ~ 
 

 Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the 

elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised. 

 Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, ñGod forbid, Lord!  No such thing 

shall ever happen to you.ò  He turned and said to Peter, ñGet behind me, Satan!  You are an 

obstacle to me.  You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.ò  Then Jesus said to 

his disciples, ñWhoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 

me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 

find it.  What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  Or what 

can one give in exchange for his life?   

 ñFor the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Fatherôs glory, and then he will repay 

all according to his conduct.ò 

Following the spirit of the law of Jesus is not an easy road.  Matthew strongly and deliberately gets 

this message across as he links the prediction of Jesusô passion to what has gone before.  Suffering 

denial, accepting and carrying the crosses that come our wayéhmmmm, sounds like a rather dark 

and dreary way to have to live so that eternal happiness is ensured for ourselves.  Jesus is not 

saying that self-denial means living in darkness or being unhappy.  He just says that it is difficult to 

stand up against some of the ways of the world that will lead us to the demise of our own soul.  

What Jesus is calling us to is a life of compassion, generosity and love.  And that can be costly.  

Next Sundayôs gospel hits us squarely between the eyes.  It is not meant to cause fear, but to 

courageously and actively confront all that steers us from the ways of God.  Here are some 

question that may help us in our discernment. 
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:   How does Jesusõ question òWhat will it profit you if you 
gain the whole world but forfeit your life?ó apply to you?  Think of a time when you 
risked speaking up to a person in authority for someone else who was being hurt.  
QUESTIONS FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN: :  {What Would Jesus Do?}  was a 
popular slogan a few years back.  Think of a time when you chose to act as Jesus would 
have when confronted with a difficult decision.  Think of a time when you contributed 
to a community project to help others in need.  Describe how your generosity made 
others happy.  
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  A  MESSAGE  FROM  
 FR. FRANK AND FRIENDS   
 

August 24 , 2008  
 A Family of the Eucharist  
 

My dear parishioners, 

 

 

THE COLOR GREEN  

 

Many people have commented on the green banners, cross backdrop and altar covering.  Almost everyone has 

been very positive about them, especially in their role as making our large and beautiful church a bit homier.  A 

question is asked however:  why are the banners, etc. green? 
 

Well, much as I love Saint Patrickôs Day and the color green there is another explanation: we are now in 

Ordinary Time in the Liturgical calendar.  Ordinary Time takes up 34 weeks in the calendar.  It is made up of 

the Sundays of the years exclusive of Advent, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. 

 

GREEN  
 

The color of Ordinary Time is green.  So, not only the banners and decorations, but also the priestsô vestments 

and altar serversô cinctures are green.  Green in the Liturgy is a color of hope and always contains a hint of the 

green pastures mentioned in Psalm 23, the Good Shepherd Psalm. 
 

I personally think that ñordinaryò is a poor term to describe the season.  Is there ever anything ñordinaryò in 

celebrating the Eucharist and encountering the Risen Christ in the Sacrament and in the people who are the 

Body of Christ?  I donôt think so! 
 

PURPLE  
 

The Church Year begins with Advent.  That season is one of expectation of the coming of the Lord.  The color 

for Advent is purple.  But many feel that purple is a bit too somber for Advent.  After all, it is a time of joyful 

expectation, but also renewal and transformation.  You will often see a bluer purple and even blue vestments, 

especially for Maryôs Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Advent. 

 

WHITE  
 

Next we celebrate the Birth of Christ.  The color of decorations and the vestments is white and/or gold.  The 

feeling is festive as we celebrate for three weeks the birth of Jesus and itôs a great party.  Poinsettias, cr¯ches, 

lights, evergreens, carols, etc. decorate the Church and homes.  We canôt contain ourselves as we celebrate the 

greatest of all the events of human history~the Incarnation.  Jesus Christ, the second person of the Blessed 

Trinity became one of us at the moment of the Annunciation when Mary said her ñYesò and became pregnant 

with Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Nine months later Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
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ORDINARY TIME I ~ GREEN  

 

The season between Christmas and Lent is the first phase of Ordinary Time~green.  It usually lasts about two 

months, until we reach Ash Wednesday. 

 

PURPLE  

 

On Ash Wednesday we walk into our Church and it is very somber in purple.  The banners behind the altar call 

us to fast and feast during Lentôs forty days as we make our way to Holy Week and Easter. 

 

HOLY WEEK  

 

On Palm Sunday the color is red.  Red reminds us  of the Kingship of Jesus as we wave our palms and shout 

ñHosanna!ò  On Holy Thursday the color is white because it is the celebration of the institution of the Holy 

Eucharist and the celebration of the Washing of the Feet.  What a glorious day in the Churchôs life!  Red is the 

color of Good Friday as we honor our King who reigns from the Cross.  On this day all come forward to 

reverence the Cross of Jesus.  Of course, red reminds us of the blood of our Saviour, shed for our redemption. 

 

EASTER SEASON~WHITE  

 

Easter is celebrated for fifty glorious days.  The color is white and the party never ends, Jesus is risen from the 

dead!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!.  Flowers galore, the statue of the Risen Christ, everything tells us to 

rejoice.  It doesnôt get better than this! 

 

PENTECOST~RED  

 

On Pentecost Sunday we celebrate with red, the color of passion and life.  Trinity Sunday uses white, along with 

Corpus Christi~the great day of celebration and adoration of the holy sacrament of the Eucharist. 

 

ORDINARY TIME II~GREEN, AGAIN!  

 

After Corpus Christi we return to the beautiful color green to continue celebrating the great and incredible 

mystery of Jesus becoming one of us, dying and rising for us and sending His Spirit upon us so that we might 

continue His work of bringing Godôs love to all people. 

 

LONG BEFORE FREUD  

 

The Church is a great psychiatrist who has been practicing for two thousand years.  The Church is also a great 

communicator.  When you walk into a church on Good Friday you know you are at a wake.  When you walk in 

at Christmas or Easter you know you are at a great party.  The Church tries to communicate the mystery with 

smells (incense), color, sound (beautiful music), dance, ambiance, flowers and banners, etc.  She uses every 

trick in Her bag to tell us that special story of Jesus we are celebrating at that time.  The church tries to touch 

our hearts in the seasons of the year ~ not just our heads. 
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MY TWO FAVORITE SUNDAYS  
 

Gaudete Sunday and Laetare Sunday occur mid-Advent and Lent respectively.  Both words mean ñrejoice.ò  

The Church wants to give us a little ñbreakò from the severity of these two seasons so the purple becomes rose 

or pink colored on these two Sundays.  Vain priests and deacons like me love the chance to dress up in these 

wild vestments twice a year!  Remember on your advent wreath the three purple and one rose candle?  Well, 

just like the vestments, etc. of Gaudete Sunday, the pink candle tells us to relax ~ Christmas is coming! 

 

JUST LIKE AT HOME  

 

I like to think of the Church as my home.  The best time being at home is when we sit down to a great meal.  

We eat and drink and tell our story.  We celebrate our Family Eucharist.  At other times we go to rest or be 

alone in our room, the den, the living room, the porch, etc.  We do the same thing in our home, the domestic 

Church.  We remember our beautiful family with the pictures all around.  They are our altars.  The holiest of 

them is the ice box door.  Look at all those pictures ~ thereôs the history of salvation of your family.  We talk to 

the statues and pictures in Church, we light a candle.  We laugh, we cry.  We are home and we feel comfortable.  

Itôs our Church.  Itôs our home and thereôs no place like home.  In our Church everyone belongs and everyone 

has a special place because we are all family. 

 

THANK YOU, ANN CRAFT  

 

I offer the Parishôs gratitude and thanks to Ann Craft of Saint Brigidôs Parish, who made the banners in the 

Church as a gift to our parish.  They complete the green banners for Ordinary Time in the Liturgical calendar.  

Ann first made the two banners on the front wall of the Church.  They remind us: ñLove one another as I have 

loved you.ò John 15  It took a year and a half to complete the eight wall hanging banners.  This gift of love on 

the part of Ann is overwhelming.  She used the words of Saint Paul in I Corinthians 13.  His famous hymn to 

love is one of the most well-known parts of the Bible.  It is read at almost every wedding in our Church.  Each 

banner proclaims one of the messages of Saint Paul like ñLove is patient.ò  The saying is interpreted in two 

different ways on either side of the banners.  Each interpretation is profound and theologically rich.  They are a 

meditation and prayer in themselves. 
 

Please be sure to say a little prayer for Ann for this magnificent gift she has made to our dear Parish. 
 

Special thanks must be given to Anna Rose Regan and her team of decorators who make the church come alive 

again and again at each new seasonal change.  Tim Leitch is incredible as he hangs the banners each season to 

make our church a true home for everyone. 

 
And reigning over all of this is our faithful and loyal verger, Wanda Heavey.  Thank you, Wanda !!! 
 

In Jesusô love, 
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STEWARDSHIP 
              Saints Cyril and Methodius  

            Mission Statement   
       Ss. Cyril and Methodius is a welcoming Catholic community 

        open to all with Jesus and Eucharist as our center.  Through 

       our celebration of the Gospel message, we embrace with 

compassion all individuals equally as Godôs children.  As 

        a church community, we continue the building of Godôs 

       Kingdom of justice by accepting the challenge of the Gospel 

       through faith, hope and love.  We spread Godôs love to all whom 

       we come into contact, truly serving as Jesusô body on earth. 
 

 

In todayõs readings, St. Paul reminds the Romans -
and us -that all thin gs come from God: òFor from 
Him and through Him and for Him all things areó  
Good stewards understand that all is gift and 
share generously the gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure with which they -ve been blessed.  
 

OUR STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE: 
THREE HOURS TO THE LORD 

ǒOne hour in prayer each week 

ǒOne hour in service to others  

each week 

ǒOne hourôs wages financial 

support of our parish family 
 

Last Sunday, our weekly collection totaled: $23,587 

This same weekend last year was:  $22,679 
 

We are grateful this week for all stewards in our parish who 

recognize the abundance of Godôs blessings and use their 

gifts in service to their neighbor through our parish 

ministries. 
 

We thank the families who lovingly used envelopes last weekend. 
 

 

Parish Financial Summary 
Week of August 17, 2008 
Weekly Budget  $25,000 

Weekly Collection      $23,587 

+/- $25,000           -   $  1.413 

Mass Attendance          2,675 

Attendance Last Year         2,773 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity.  Labor Day will 

soon be upon us and the kids will be going back to college, 

high school and middle school, and nursery through 8
th
 here 

at Ss. Cyril and Methodius School.  Although summer 

doesnôt officially end till September 21, for many of us it 

ends with Labor Day.  Thanks to all of you who work so hard 

to make our parish a true Family of the Eucharist, who toil 

and sacrifice each and every day, and who give of your time, 

talents and treasures.  May God bless each of us and may we 

give Him thanks for all our blessings.  God bless. 

Fr. Frank & Dcn. Phil 
 

 

COMING SOON 

MINISTRY RECOGNITION MASS 
All ministries in our parish will be celebrated on 

September 14 at the 11:00 am Mass 

Please watch for more information about this event. 
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Teen/Youth Mass 

 
The Sunday 7:00 pm Teen/Youth Mass  

will be celebrated at 6:00 pm beginning  

Sunday September 7, 2008. 
 

 

 

Are you celebrating a Special Wedding 
Anniversary this year? 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR ALL THOSE COUPLES WHO HAVE 

WEDDING MILESTONES THIS YEAR OF: 

25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65 and 70 + 

(five year increments only) 

Years of Wedded Bliss 
 

You are cordially invited to an Anniversary Mass 

and Celebration on September 28 at 11:00 am Mass 

at Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church. 
 

Please register by calling Joan at 243-6407 or the Parish Center 667-4044  

by Fri day, September 19, and leave your name and phone number  

and we will return your call. 

PLEASE HELP US TO JOIN WITH YOU TO CELEBRATE  YOUR " SPECIAL " DAY. 

 
 

Please note changed Mass time 
 


